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The whole subject is however treated wholly from a European point of 
view and but few contributions to the literature have been consulted 
except those by Germans, French or some of the English writers. Naturally 
in failing to consult American publications much important data bearing 
upon the more general problems of migration have been omitted. The 
experiments of Dr. Watson with t<erns on the Dry Tortugas and the 
numerous papers by Cooke and others cannot be ignored without seriously 
impairing the value of an author's conclusions. — W. S. 

Van Oort's 'Birds of the Netherlands. ,] — Parts 13-14 of this notable 
work consist, like those immediately preceding, wholly of plates, which 
are quite up to the standard.They consist of a Vulture, several Hawks and 
Eagles, the little Rails {Porzana) and, of special interest to Americans, 
various of the shore birds including species common to both sides of the 
Atlantic. 

These show the Phalaropes, Golden Plover, Knot, and other species, 
in their various plumages while the large size of the figures — too large 
perhaps from an artistic point of view for the size of the sheets, neverthe- 
less make it possible to show details of coloration with great accuracy. — W. 
S. 

Scoville's 'Wild Folk.' 2 — In this little volume, Mr. Scoville's facile 
pen has sketched vivid pictures of the lives of various wild animals and 
birds which are most fascinating reading for those who enjoy the great 
out doors and like to have their information presented in the form of 
nature-fiction, if we may so term it. "True stories about the wild folk', 
the publishers call them and so they are in the sense that the novel is a 
true story. But the novel is not history nor biography and we personally 
prefer nature-history and nature-biography and therefore we like Mr. 
Scoville's work best when he is describing actual incidents of his own 
observation, and had hoped that he would follow in the footsteps of 
Bradford Torrey, Frank Bolles and others of that school. 

All forms of nature writing, however, have their place in literature and 
Mr. Scoville has acquired a high ability in his chosen field. His back- 
grounds based on personal studies are charming, and the lives of his charac- 
ters skilfully and cleverly sketched. Only one chapter in the present 
volume treats of birds; "High Sky," in which a fanciful picture of the 
migrating host of birds is followed by accurate data based upon Professor 
Cooke's papers on the migratory routes of many species. While this 
chapter contains much instructive matter the critic might question the 
Gyrfalcon being driven south by cold as early as the plover flight, or a 
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